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May/June/July 2014  
 

The Franciscan Joy 
St. Peter Fraternity 168 John F. Kennedy Blvd.   Somerset NJ 08873  

http://sfosomersetnj.sfousa.org/ 
 

 

Peace and All Good, 

Welcome to the first issue of the St Peter Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan 
Order’s newsletter, “The Franciscan Joy”.  It is with great excitement that I write 
my first letter to you, I feel as if St Francis is looking over my shoulder as I put 
these words on paper.   

While on a retreat many years ago, we were encouraged to come up with 
descriptions of ourselves, not nouns or titles (mother, sister, friend) but 
adjectives.   This was very difficult for me, but I finally came up with nurturer, 
loyal, faith-filled.  These qualities have been put to the test lately as I spend a lot 
of time with people very close to me who need my help.  As I thought about 
writing this letter I thought about our small but growing fraternity.  As a 
fraternity we are also called upon to help each other, to be loyal and nurturing 
and faith-filled.  

Our Rule tells us:   

“As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of many 
brothers and sisters, so the Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit 
accept all people as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ….   

A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place themselves on an 
equal basis with all people, …. 

Secular Franciscans, together with all people of good will, are called to build a 
more fraternal and evangelical world so that the kingdom of God may be brought 
about more effectively…. ” 

As we continue on our faith journey, wherever we find ourselves, and those 
around us, we should try to act with the gentle and courteous spirit St. Francis 
spoke about – preach the gospel in actions and not necessarily words, hold these 
things in our hearts and remember we are all on a journey to reach our God. 

Welcome to our newsletter, and visit our website. . . . . and come to the Lord 
through the teachings  of St Francis. 

Faithfully, 

Mary-Frances Reavey, ofs 

 

Upcoming Events 

June 21 

Fraternity Meeting  

August 16 

Day of Recollection 

September 27 

  Profession of Darryl Dubose 

 

Profiles of Joy Upcoming  
profiles  

  Council Members, 
Spiritual Assistant  
Formation Group 

       Thanks Everyone! 

             Penny Editor 

 

 

 

From the Minister’s Desk 

http://sfosomersetnj.sfousa.org/
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Profiles of Joy  

This is a special time for all the church and especially Secular Franciscans as we have celebrated the Canonizations of 

John XXIII a Secular Franciscan & John Paul II http://youtu.be/eANJqRU5sA4.  

Wanting to stay in the “GLOW” of these events in Rome we profile two of our members; Brother Anthony, a collector 

of saints and Brother Sal, author of “Messages of The Saints”….a collection as well.  

  #1 Meet Brother Anthony and the story of his Saints.  

I recall as a child around age 5 or 6 going to 

grandma’s house.  There in her bedroom was a small 

table with a few statues on it.  I asked about it and 

she told me that it was Jesus, Mary and a few other 

saints who she loved.  As I made my way visiting 

other homes at that time I found that everyone had 

statues of the saints in their homes and a crucifix on 

a wall or over there bed.  My parents had the same 

in their bedroom.  I asked mom if I could have a 

table in my room, which she ok’d and it began.  On 

that little table I had Jesus, Mary, Mother Cabrini 

and St. Gennaro.  That was it, but as my 

grandparents and great aunts got older they began 

to pass to me their statues.  Well now I need a bigger 

table.  Later on in years, after being married, I took 

the saints with me to my new home in Astoria 

Queens, NY.  There I joined 45 years ago the Third 

Order Of St. Francis.  It was an Italian branch and 

many of these older people had many statues also in 

their home.  Being the age that they were, they 

feared that these statues would get thrown out.  So I 

began to take them including some good relics of the 

saints. On my next move to Fair Lawn NJ I had to 

make space for my growing number of saints which I 

now placed in an area on the second floor.  Each 

time I went with my wife to Italy to visit her family I 

would always come home with a few new statues of 

the saints from different shrines.  Also on a business 

trip to Luxembourg I came back with a number of 

saints from that country.  I also ordered a number of 

saints on line whereas a store was closing; and I 

bought a number of statues from that store at a very 

good price.  During the years I bought a number of 

books on the life of the saints as I wanted to know 

something about the saints that I had, their feast 

days and their life accomplishments.  I found it so 

fascinating as they came from near and far, from 

different walks of life from centuries ago to present 

and how well loved they are because of their 

accomplishments in bringing souls to Christ.  They 

are my best friends, I love them very much, we pray 

together every day, I wish them happy feast day on 

their special day by reading the appropriate prayer 

which honors them in my daily office.  You see for 

me personally these statues where not just statues, 

they were real, they gave me a lot of love and drew 

me closer to the Lord.  It became my heavenly 

family. I used them when I taught CCD for 25 years.  I 

found each and everyone one of them so fascinating.  

Now that I will be 78 soon; I also like my 

grandparents and old friends worry about who will 

take them when I am gone. (What will happen to my 

friends who I loved so very much on earth?) I am 

hoping that my friends & family will each take some, 

after all I only have approx. 177 statues, many relics 

plus some icons and pictures.   

http://youtu.be/eANJqRU5sA4
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Brother Anthony’s collection in his home in Hillsborough NJ …..as of this publication . Brother Anthony transferred to 

St. Peter Fraternity from St. Anne Fraternity, Fair Lawn, NJ.  Brother Anthony is a former Formation Director and 

assists in that capacity at our fraternity.   

Profiles of Joy  

 #2 Meet Brother Sal and his Saints. 

Sal Bongifilgo author of ‘Messages of the 

Saints”.  Sal is currently studying for the 

diaconate in the Diocese of Metuchen, 

Metuchen NJ.  

 

1. What were some of your earliest memories of a 

saint? 

As far back as I can 

remember I recall my mother 

always teaching me about 

various saints.  Not as much 

about who they were or what 

they did in their lives, but as 

patrons.  I.e. which saint to 

pray to for what.  Growing up in an Italian-

American family and community, saints were 

always part of our environment.  There were 

pictures on the walls in our houses and statues 

by the front stoop.  And of course there were 

the feasts for one saint or another. 

As my Brooklyn neighborhood slowly 

transformed to include new ethic groups, many 

of the feasts have disappeared.  But I still 

remember being five years old and rushing 

downstairs to close-pin a dollar on the statue of 

St. Anthony that was paraded through the 

streets each year.  And who hasn’t heard of the 

San Gennaro feast in NYC?  Not a very spiritual 

event these days, but still a great experience. 

 

2. Many authors experience difficulty in getting 

started on their writing. How was it for you? 

 

Fortunately, I have no difficulty writing; I just 

start and it flows.  The saint book I put together 

was basically a compilation of information that I 

gathered as I embarked on a new spiritual 

journey.  I had reached a crucial point in my life, 

and turned to the patronage of saints, as my 

mother had taught me. 



4 | P a g e  

 

I began to read and collect so much great 

information about these special people, and I 

wanted to share it.  So I drafted the book, with 

particular focus on saints who had important 

writings or experiences that I thought others 

might find helpful.  Soon after, I began a 

graduate theology program, and the book fit 

well into my final research project. 

The project involved catechetical pedagogy, 

where I would develop a program to instruct my 

parish’s 8th grade confirmed students on the 

saints, and assist them in choosing their saint 

name.  So after rewriting the draft to fit the 

grade level and objectives of the course, I 

finalized the text, had it reviewed and edited by 

diocesan censors, and self-published it. 

The program met with much success, and 

I’ve been asked to repeat it each year since.  

So that was five years and 1,000 students ago.  

 

3. Is there a story about one or two saints that 

opened the door for the book? 

One key saint for me is 

Catherine of Siena, who I 

credit with saving my spiritual 

life.  Her diary, The Dialogue 

of The Seraphic Virgin, 

presents us with her mystical 

conversations with the Divine.   

So affected was I by these teachings, that I 

started on the road to conversion.  A few years 

later, I was compelled to pilgrimage to her 

hometown of Siena to walk where she walked, 

and to experience her uncorrupt relics. 

And, of course, the other saint who changed 

my life was Francis of Assisi, whose model of 

spirituality led me to the Third Order. 

 

4. How would you describe the saints’ role in your 

spiritual development?  

I’m a seeker of the Truth, and the saints are 

people who experienced a glimpse of that 

Truth.  So while I want to know what they knew 

about God, more importantly, I want to live how 

they lived.  God’s truth and the peace that 

comes from it is available to us all, but it’s only 

accessible through our relationship with Jesus.  

The saints came to understand how to establish 

and nurture that relationship.  That’s what I 

want. 

 

5. How has the book influenced you? 

 

I can’t say that the book influenced me, but I 

do like the good things that have resulted 

from it; such as the opportunity to discuss 

the saints with many people. 

Sal writes under the pin name S.J. 

Goodson.  The book is also in its second 

printing, with the revised version including Pope 

John Paul II. 

 

 

 

 

SEEKERS  

 OF 

 TRUTH 
 

Image credit: https://twitter.com/acatholicgirl 

 

https://twitter.com/acatholicgirl
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The Pope’s Intentions  

In the month of May, Pope Francis will pray so that "the 

media may be instruments in the service of truth and 

peace.”  

The Pope's missionary intention for May is that "Mary, 

Star of Evangelization, may guide the Church in 

proclaiming Christ to all nations.” 
 

Bytes of Joy 

 
 

 Podcast: – “Stages” in the Spiritual 

LIfe – St. Catherine of Siena with Fr. 

Thomas McDermott O.P. « Discerning 

Heartsow.ly/wiEbw 

 New York Cardinal Timothy Dolan 

reveals his communication strategy 

(Rome Reports) youtu.be/XIsrYTC-

ag8 

 Moms’ Night Out Premiere: A 

Celebration of Family on the Red 

Carpet 

| CatholicMom.com ow.ly/wls7O 

 Catholic Cuisine: Recipes for May ~ 

Month Dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary ow.ly/wndGU 

 Vatican issues official prayers to 

Saints John XXIII & John Paul II | 

CNS Blog ow.ly/wbr0G 

 Music: Fr. Stan Fortuna CFR : I’m 

Loving You | Song for Saint John Paul 

II ow.ly/wmePf 

 “Communication at the service of an 

authentic culture of #encounter“ is 

Pope Francis’ theme for World Day of 

Social Communications on June 1st 

 Prayers for performers recently 

injured: Circus performers and faith 

(CNS) youtu.be/a7mcJhWv4b0 

MOVIES 

 httpv://youtu.be/rG5jVcYA1aM 

  

 St. Anthony--The faithful knight 

httpv://youtu.be/L9KW9MssSY4 

 St. Francis of Assisi (1961) 

httpv://youtu.be/rG5jVcYA1aM 

 

Michael Seiler --- May 14 

Ed Johnson --- May 29 

Sal Bonfiglio --- June 19 

Penny Gleeson--- June20  

Anthony Marinelli ---July 29 

 

http://t.co/e7BQepoHIw
http://t.co/qct05oRD0a
http://t.co/qct05oRD0a
http://t.co/tXvBuI15lo
http://t.co/6yRsW0iLHp
http://t.co/4sFCpN3TRO
http://t.co/SQekPZUelD
http://t.co/J5CusWti2a
https://hootsuite.com/dashboard
http://t.co/MvulHOaTQN
http://youtu.be/rG5jVcYA1aM
http://youtu.be/L9KW9MssSY4
http://youtu.be/rG5jVcYA1aM

