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Oct./Nov.2015  
 

The Franciscan 

Joy 
St. Peter Fraternity 168 John F. Kennedy 

Blvd.   Somerset NJ 08873 

 

Visit our website :  
http://sfosomersetnj.sfousa.org/ 
 

 

From the Minister’s Desk. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St Francis, 

Here it is the beginning of October and fall 
and hurricanes are in the air. I can’t believe 
the year is slipping away.  This is a very 
busy fall – Pope’s visit to the East Coast, 
Regional Council’s elections being held in 
Clinton NJ – Transitus of St Francis at St 
Matthias on October 3rd – and a profession of 
a new Secular Franciscan, Mike Seiler.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a personal 
note, my knee 
replacement was 
very successful – no more pain. Thank you, Penny, 
for filling in for me.  I’m a little glad the summer 
is over – I always seem to get rejuvenated in the 
fall.  We have much to be thankful for in our little 
growing group and I hope you enjoy the updates in 
this latest newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

Mary Frances Reavey,OFS 

Minister 

 mfreavey@gmail.com 

 

Evelyn Lehr, OFS 

Vice Minister 

          
          Joe McKenna, OFS 

Secretary 

jmck4@earthlink.net 

 

Sal Bonfiglio,OFS 

Treasurer 

salbonfiglio@comcast.net 

Penny Gleeson, OFS 

Formation 

pennygleeson@yahoo.com 

 

Marty Gleeson OFS 

Councilor 

martygleeson23@gmail.com 

 

 

Sr. Valenta Akalski,CSSF 

Spiritual Assistant 

sunshinevalie@aol.com 
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Profiles of Joy 1 

Mary Frances our Minister is our special 

profile this month. A busy lady between 

family, fraternity and regional duties, 

Mary Frances joyfully tells us how 

blessed she feels.  

I’m one of those lucky people.  I get 

to work at what I love.  I make 

quilts.  In 1989, while being a stay 

at home mom to 5 kids (and babysitting 

for 3 others) I took a class at a 

quilt shop and made 2 Christmas 

stockings.  Two months later I made a 

beautiful queen size quilt…just for 

me!  And that’s when a passion for 

quilting was born.   

 

I’ve taken many other classes, 

expanded my skills to include hand and 

machine techniques, and in the past 26 

years, I’ve made 28 queen size quilts 

(25 were gifts), I’ve made 5 Christmas 

wall hangings…AND those original 2 

Christmas stockings have increased to 

27 with the last one made last 

Christmas for my newest grandson! 

 

In 1998, a small group of friends who 

are also quilters went to Cape Cod for 

a Quilter’s Retreat. Over the past 10 

years, we have expanded to 11 really 

good friends who go away for 4 day 

weekends twice a year. We bring our 

own projects (many of those gift 

quilts were started on these 

weekends.) and have lovingly been told 

we look like a sweat shop as we set up 

9-10 sewing machines!!!  

 

But we do more than our own quilts for 

our families and friends; we make 

placemats for Meals on Wheels of 

Hunterdon County to distribute with 

meals.  We’ve made over 30 pillowcases 

to donate to the Million Pillowcase 

challenge; they are given to sick 

children or children affected by 

tragedy.  And most recently we’ve made 

quilts to send to Quilts of Valor 

where quilts are given to wounded 

service men and women in military 

hospitals around the country.   

 

We also minister to each other – we’ve 

gotten through breast cancer, (three 

times), kids with problems, and 

numerous marriages and divorces.   

Seven and a half years ago, my house 

burned down – well not to the ground, 

but the inside was gutted.  We were 

very lucky (I still say God was 

watching over us – big time - that 

day) no one was hurt and 3 of us 

should have been home and we only lost 

‘stuff’ (but as my brother-in-law said 

– it was nice stuff).  We didn’t lose 

anything of real sentimental value as 

the photos were saved by being in the 

garage, put there when we cleaned up 

for Christmas. But I did lose 2 quilts 

(my first hand stitched quilt and the 

quilt I made for my husband for our 

25th wedding anniversary) I also lost 

my sewing supplies, fabric, sewing 

machine, all gone.  The insurance 

company paid for a new sewing machine 

and gave me money toward fabric, but 

how do you start over – collecting 20 

years worth of tools?  On the very 

next quilters’ weekend away, my 

friends threw me a Quilting Shower! 

They replaced all the things I lost 

and then some.  One of them reached 

out to a quilter’s blog she belongs to 

and I got gifts from all over the 

country. We are church to one another. 

And our love and our troubles are 

unconsciously sewn into each and every 

quilt. 
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When I create a quilt, I plan that 

quilt around the person who will 

receive it.   While doing this more 

than a little piece of me goes with 

it.  Whether I used the Marine Corps 

colors for the nephew who served in 

Dessert Storm, or added pine trees to 

the log cabin quilt for the nephew who 

loves to hike, I feel I am doing what 

God wants of me – I use my talents to 

give joy to others; for all of us 

quilters, this becomes a way of 

expressing our love.  This reminds me 

of a passage from Colossians, 

“Whatever you do, do from the heart” 

(3:23) 

 

I am particularly proud to be able to 

say that my quilts are all over the 

country.  AND, three years ago my 

first quilts went international!  I 

gave 3 quilts to a close friend and 2 

family members in Ireland.   

 

I have been asked if making a quilt is 

a lot of work. I’m reluctant to say 

yes because I love it so much.  But 

YES - it is work - work that demands a 

lot of concentrated effort - from the 

first steps of planning a pattern and 

picking the fabric to the last stitch 

that goes into sewing the label on, 

takes me approximately 6 months.  It 

takes a lot of math, a lot of color 

theory, a lot of elbow grease and can 

be a little back-breaking. . but the 

look on someone’s face when they 

receive a hand made quilt is like 

nothing else I’ve ever experienced.   

It is a labor of love.   

 

My St Francis quilt that seems to be 

going Viral was actually a project for 

an appliqué class I took about 5 years 

ago.  We were told to play with color 

and simple forms. Sounds like St 

Francis to me! I’ve used a photo of 

this quilt for the cover of my 

fraternity’s Transitus booklet for 

many years.  Last year Diane Menditto 

saw a photo of it on my Facebook page 

and asked me to bring it to a Region 

Executive Council Meeting. I told the 

council that I give them permission to 

use the photo anytime they want and 

Ron Pihokker asked if they could 

display the actual quilt at the NAFRA 

meeting in October. So it is on loan 

for the NAFRA meeting and resides at 

my house for the use of St Peter 

Fraternity in Somerset NJ.  But 

Francis was an itinerant preacher, 

going where the Holy Spirit sent him 

and so my quilt will go – wherever the 

Spirit sends it. 

As we hear in First Corinthians, 

“whatever you do, do everything for 

the glory of God”. (10:31) And it’s 

the best work I’ve ever done. 

 

 

                   

Orginal work by Mary Frances-Reavey. 

Pictured with Bro. Doug OFM CAP   

Regional Spiritual Assistant. 
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Members always enjoy the time to eat, chat and get an   

official picture. 

Joe Mckenna, Debbie Kubeck, Bro. Doug (Regional SA), 

Ed Johnson, Deacon Sal, Anthony Marinelli,  

Darryl Doubose, Evelyn Lehr,  

Diane Menditto (Regional Minister) Kay Francis, 

Frank Cryan  

========================= 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning of election with Morning 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Frances Reavey Minister and Ron Pihokker                  

Regional Represenative Official 

Visitation  

June 20, 2015 

Elections  

September 19, 2015 
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       Ed Johnson and Anthony Marinelli 

Darryl Dubose, Frank Cryan, Marty Gleeson 

 

       Evelyn Lehr and Kay Francis 

Joe McKenna, Debbie Kubeck, Deacon Sal  

Newly Elected Council 

      Penny Gleeson Formation; Joe McKenna Sec; Deacon Sal Treasurer; Marty Gleeson Councilor, 

                  Evelvn Lehr Vice Minister, Mary Frances Reavey Minister 
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Deacon Sal with Relic of St. 

Francis and St Clare for 

veneration during the Transitus 

Minister Mary Frances Reavey  

 

Music  provided by St. Matthias Choir  

Mary-Frances Chavez &   Joan Seamon 

 

 

 

 

Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi 

October 3, 2015 

 7:00 p.m. 

St. Matthias Church 

Somerset, NJ 

Presiding 

Deacon Sal Bonfiglio OFS Assisting  

Joseph McKenna, OFS – Narrator 

Mary-Frances Reavey, OFS - Introduction 
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Third Installment 

Brotherhood 

 Impressed by Francis’ lifestyle, 

Bernard, the first follower joins 

Francis. 

 It is revealed to him that the words 

of the Gospel will be Francis’ rule. 

 Soon others join – Sylvester, Peter 

Carrani, Angelo, Leo, Pacifico, 

Masseo, Juniper, Giles and Brother 

John the Simple. 

 They journey to Rome to seek 

approval of their rule of life. 

 The Pope has a dream in which he 

sees Francis holding up the Church 

which was falling into ruin.  He 

verbally approves Francis’ rule. 

 The brothers take the name “friars 

minor” and return to Assisi.  Their 

first friary is “Rivo Torto” – 

cramped and poor. 

 Beginnings of the Secular Franciscan 

Order as laypersons join – the first 

according to  

 

 

tradition is Luchesio along with his 

wife, Buona Donna.  

 Clare follows Francis – dramatic 

exit from her former life.    

 After attending the Fourth Lateran 

Council Francis adopts the TAU. 

 Clare and her sisters are established 

at the monastery of San Damiano.   

 

“LIFELINE” OF FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS  

FORMATION  MANUAL 

    In Dec : Ministry and Mission 

  

The Third installment of the  Time Line of St. Frances’s Life and 

Spiritual Journey leads us to the Brotherhood, their journey 

and vision and our roots as Secular Franciscans. 

 

 

 22nd installment 
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   Belated September Birthday Wishes to:  

     Marty Gleeson-- Sept 1 

    Mary Frances Reavey-- Sept 11 

     Kay Francis -- Sept. 14 

            Upcoming Birthdays 

       No Members for Oct.  

Debbie Kubeck ---- November 15 

 

Events and Up Coming Meetings 

Events in August.:  

 

 

 

    World Day For Consecrated Life 

           
World Day for Consecrated Life 

Prayer Card - View or download 

the pdf version to print out and share 

with family and friends. 

February 2, 2016 (Celebrated in 

Parishes February 6-7) 

In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II 

instituted a day of prayer for women 

and men in consecrated life. This 

celebration is attached to the Feast 

of the Presentation of the Lord on 

February 2nd. This Feast is also 

known as Candlemas Day; the day on 

which candles are blessed 

symbolizing Christ who is the light of 

the world. So too, those in 

consecrated life are called to reflect 

the light of Jesus Christ to all 

peoples. http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-

and-teachings/vocations/consecrated-

life/world-day-for-consecrated-life.cfm 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/upload/prayer-card-world-day-for-consecrated-life.pdf

